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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — ELECTION COMMITMENTS 

161. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s interview on television news on 7 March 2013, two days prior to the election. When 
asked by the presenter whether he could guarantee that the airport rail link and the light rail project would go 
ahead by 2018, with or without federal funding, he answered that they would go ahead and that they had been 
properly costed by the Liberal Party. 
(1) Does the Premier’s promise stand to build both the airport rail and MAX light rail by 2018, with or 

without federal funding, as promised during the election campaign? 
(2) If no to (1), why did the Premier mislead the people of Western Australia? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) Yes, we will build the rail to the airport and, yes, we will build a light rail from Mirrabooka into the 

city. The federal Labor government has committed $500 million towards the rail to the airport, with the 
promise of more to come. It remains to be seen what an Abbott federal government, if elected, will 
commit. Yes, we have set a target of 2018—I think the Leader of the Opposition is correct on that—but 
sometimes projects slip. That is a reality; sometimes they do. Again, the opposition and, dare I say it, 
sometimes the media, underestimate the intelligence of the Western Australian public. 

Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Well, you know. How is the hospital in Albany going? Fantastic? How many times did the 
Labor Party offer to build it? Twice—and failed. We offered once, and built it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier, can you please come back to the question? Member for Albany, will you settle down? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This government is committed to those two rail projects. They will be built, and they will 
transform urban transportation in Perth. 
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